Mechanisms of acute lung injury.
The role of the complement system in generating an acute inflammatory response in the lung, manifested particularly by the presence of neutrophils, and the role of these neutrophils in altering lung microvascular permeability are examined. Although it is not possible at this time to reconcile all the experimental data so as to provide a unifying hypothesis of the pathogenesis of acute lung injury, the mechanisms discussed in this article provide clues not only about lung injury itself, but also about the basic mechanisms of inflammation.